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Even well into the Tudor period it was an unwritten rule for the ,Speaker 
of the Commons in Parliament to be a knight of the shire, one of the elected 
representatives of some county, and not a mere Parliamentary burgess. It 
frequently also came about that the Commons chose someone who held 
office in the royal "civil service" or household, or who was otherwise 
connected with the king and personally acceptable to him. In the fifteenth 
century, just as later, quite a number of these men were lawyers, professional 
administrators and agents. And among them, some were members of the 
higher administrative staff of the Duchy of Lancaster which Henry IV 
decided, at his accession in 1399, should be separately governed from the 
Crown lands proper. 

Such a one was Roger Flore of Oakham. He represented Rutland in 
the Parliament held by Richard II at Westminster in January 1397, in 
Henry IV's Westminster Parliaments of 1399 and 1402 and his Coventry 
Parliament of 1404, in Henry V's Leicester Parliament of April 1414, and 
his Westminster Parliaments of November 1414, 1415, March and October 
1416, 1417 and 1419, in each of which last three consecutive Parliaments 
he was elected Speaker, and for the twelfth and last time in Henry VI's first 
Parliament of 1422, also held at Westminster, when, for the fourth time, he 
was again made Speaker. 1 It is a notable record of Parliamentary service, 
especially in the Speakership. His uninterrupted tenure of this office in 
three Parliaments running was not to be repeated until the end of Charles 
!I's reign. Flore's appointment as chief steward of the estates of the 
Duchy of Lancaster north of Trent and as an ex-officio member of the 
Duchy coun..:il came just after his first experience as Speaker: he was occu
pying these important Duchy offices on each later occasion when he was 
Speaker, for he held them until his death in 1427. Incidentally, he is the 
only knight of the shire for Rutland ever to have been elected to the 
Speakership. 

Flore) type of the legally-trained civil servant, busy with his admini
strative routines (into which his service on behalf of more than one of the 
great magnates and the pursuit of his own private interests were neatly 
and profitably dove-tailed) but seriously involved in none of the recurrent 
shifts of political power of this generally unquiet time of "bastard feudalism", 
is fairly rare among the medieval Speakers. For those who occupied this 
office were frequently, even usually, men in the thick of affairs of state 
when political life was sometimes of great hazard to person as well as to 
fortune and estate. Flore, of course, was lucky, because the peak of his 
career was reached at a time when, under Henry V, the royal government 
of England was at its most stable and self-assured in the period of those 
two centuries which separated the deaths of Edward I and Henry VII. 

* 
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Roger Flore came of a family which before the end of the fourteenth 
century was already influential in the county town of Rutland. His father, 
William Flore, knight of the shire for Rutland in October 1382, had been 
controller of the works at Oakham castle from 1373 to 1380, deputy-sheriff 
to Robert de Vere, Earl of Oxford, after Richard II granted this great 
friend of his in 1385 the lordship of Oakham and the shrievalty of Rutland, 
and king's receiver at Oakham in 1390. This family association with the 
centre of the youngest and smallest of English shires had been strengthened 
by Roger's own marriage to Katherine, the daughter and heir of the founder 
of the hospital of St. John the Evangelist and St. Anne in Oakham, William 
Dalby of Exton, a Calais stapler. (In 1394 Flore himself had been a partner 
in an export of wool lost in transit from Lynn to Calais.) After his father
in-law's death in 1404, Flore, as his principal executor, was constantly 
in touch with the former patron of the hospital, the Carthusian prior of 
St. Anne near Coventry, until by the end of 1406 the gift of the wardenship 
had been transferred to him and his heirs and an annual rent of £20 
settled on the hospital by the prior, in return for 550 marks (£366 13s. 4d.); 
in October 1420 Roger procured royal letters patent implementing those 
statutes of the hospital relating to its patronage. The outward and still 
visible signs of Flore's close connexion with Oakham are the fine tower and 
spire of its parish church, which in part owed their building to Roger 
Flore's munificence, and his town-house. 2 

Following Robert de Vere's flight to the Netherlands, after his failure 
at Radcot Bridge in December 1387 to suppress the Lords Appellants' 
opposition to Richard II, the king gave the lordship of Oakham and the 
shrievalty of Rutland early in 1390 to his cousin, Edward of Norwich, son 
of Edmund of Langley, Duke of York, together with the title of Earl of 
Rutland. Later on Edward's feoffee and executor, Roger Flore was already 
connected with this powerful local aristocratic interest at the time of the 
revolution of 1399. He doubtless owed his position as verderer in 
Rockingham Forest to the Earl of Rutland, whom Richard II in 1397 had 
also made warden of the royal forests south of Trent. A week after Henry 
IV's coronation, Edward, now Duke of Aumale, by letters dated at London 
on 20 October 1399, granted to Flore for life the keeping of his park at 
Flitteris in the royal forest of Leighfield and the custody of the warren of 
his lordship of Oakham, and two days later he converted Flore's tenancy 
of a messuage and three roods of land in Oakham from copyhold to freehold. 
Flore was at the time sitting for Rutland in Henry IV's first Parliament. 
He had already sat as shire-knight in January 1397, and from November 
1397 to the end of Richard's reign he had served as a justice of the peace 
in Rutland. 

Although he was not re-appointed to the commission of the peace until 
January 1406, after which he served as a justice continuously until his 
death in 1427, Roger Flore was appointed to an appreciable number of 
royal commissions in his county. In April 1401 he was authorised to act 
as one of the guardians of Sir Robert Plesyngton of Burley (Rutland), with 
whom he had sat in Parliament four years earlier and who was now non 
compos mentis and (as such) in the Crown's wardship. In December 
following he acted with the sheriff and escheator in levying and collecting 
in Rutland the customary aid in anticipation of the marriage of Henry IV's 
elder daughter, Blanche. On 1 r May 1402 he was appointed a member of 
the Rutland commission for the suppression of seditious talk, and he sat 
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again as knight of the shire in the following autumn. Flore was a com
missioner of array in the county when in September 1403, after the defeat 
of the Percies at the battle of Shrewsbury, Henry IV was resuming operations 
against rebels in Wales. On 24 March 1404 he was put on the Rutland 
inquiry as to who were affected by the recent provisional Parliamentary 
grant of a novel tax on land and chattels, and he was appointed one of the 
two collectors for Rutland. In the second Parliament of the year, which met 
at Coventry in October, Flore was again one of the county representatives. 
He had recently been party to a loan of £100, for the Welsh war, secured 
on wool exports.3 Nearly ten weeks before there fell due one of the moieties 
of the two tenths and fifteenths, voted during the session and leviable 
at Martinmas 1405, a commission of three was appointed to anticipate its 
collection in Rutland by negotiating loans equal to the assessment, being 
ordered to deliver the outcome of their activities to the royal Treasurers 
for the Wars at London on 26 September 1405; Flore was one of the 
commission. He was again' made a commissioner for the raising of a royal 
loan in Rutland and Northamptonshire by letters patent of 28 June 1406, 
and on the same day he was authorised to act in the same area on an inquiry 
into cases of concealment of Crown rights, extortions on the part of local 
royal officials, the value of Crown lordships, and regarding annuities charged 
on the royal revenues there. Flore was at this time escheator in Rutland; 
he served in this office from 1 December 1405 to 9 November 1406. Nearly 
a year later he was appointed sheriff of Rutland and acted for a year as 
from Michaelmas 1407. On the day of his appointment he had been the 
first to attest the indenture, drawn up between his predecessor and the 
electors, certifying the validity of the election of the Rutland representatives 
to the Gloucester Parliament of October 1407, in accordance with a statute 
of the Parliament of the previous year. He was again serving as sheriff 
at the end of Henry IV's reign and when Henry V came to the throne, 
his year of office dating from 3 November 1412.4 From February 1412 
until Henry V's accession in March 1413 he also administered, but doubtless 
by deputy, the minor position of searcher of ships at Plymouth and Fowey, 
for which he was answerable to the royal Exchequer. 

As sheriff of Rutland, Flore held the shire elections to the first Parlia
ment of Henry V's reign which met in May 1413. He was himself to be 
elected to each of the next six Parliaments. The first of these was the Parlia
ment summoned to meet at nearby Leicester on 30 April 1414. A justice of 
the peace in Rutland, Flore had in the meantime served on the inquiry into 
Lollardy in that county and Northamptonshire,following Sir John Oldcastle's 
abortive rebellion in January 1414. (This whole region, in the diocese of 
Lincoln, especially Leicestershire, was much inclined to Wyclifite heresy.) 
In the summer following the short Leicester session, perhaps by virtue of 
his office as verderer, Flore was included in an inquiry (authorised by a 
royal patent of 12 July 1414) into a claim to common of pasture in certain 
bailiwicks in the forest of Rockingham made by the townsmen and tenants 
of Benyfield (Northants.). On 12 October he was put on an inquiry into 
the abduction of a sister from the nunnery at Heynings (Lines.). Just ovei,: 
a month later, he was re-elected knight of the shire to the second (the 
November) Parliament of the year. Three days before the elections and 
a week before the session opened, Flore was appointed escheator in both 
Rutland and Northamptonshire.s At the end of his year of office he 
was again re-elected to Parliament, the November 1415 Parliament which 
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met at Westminster ten days after Henry V's great military victory in France 
at the battle of Agincourt. Meanwhile, in the course of the year, he had 
served on a commission of oyer and terminer, appointed on 14 May 1415, 
following cases of trespass upon and damage to property belonging to the 
abbey of Croyland (Lines.). Much more important had been his appointment 
as one of the feoffees of Edward of Norwich, by this time Duke of York, 

, whose expenditure, swollen by the charges of his great collegiate church 
of Fotheringhay and by those which he was incurring in joining Henry V's 
first proposed expedition into Normandy, was being met by loans secured 
on his future revenues. The royal letters patent licensing the enfeoffment 
were dated at Southampton on 5 August 1415. Twelve days later when the 
expedition had sailed and the Duke was with the forces besieging Harfleur, 
Flore was appointed one of the overseers of York's will. The Duke met his 
death in the press of battle at Agincourt some two months later, and the 
feoffees administered the ducal estates, during the long minority of the 
heir, until nearly six years after Flore's death. 6 Another aristocratic 
connexion of Flore's at this time resulted in his acting as feoffee in 
Northamptonshire, Warwickshire, Bedfordshire, and London (in accordance 
with charters of 10 July 1415) to William Lord Zouche of Haringworth, 
who died before the expiry of Flore's year of office as escheator in North
amptonshire on 14 December 1415; the rights of advowson in one of 
the enfeoffed manors, that of Bulwick (Northants.), were exercised by 
Flore and Thomas Wydeville, one of his co-feoffees, in 1418 and 1422.7 
Flore was also at this time active as the chief of the fooffees of the late 
Dame Alice Basset of Bytham (Lines.), the dowager of Ralph Lord Basset 
(he died in 1378), in her Leicestershire manor of Breedon, held as of the 
Lancastrian Duchy honour of Ttitbury. 8 

Already employed as one of Henry V's trustees in the estates endowed 
to the use of his recent religious foundation, the Bridgettine nunnery of 
St. Saviour at Syon in the royal manor of Isleworth in Twickenham, Roger 
Flore entered upon a regular career as a royally-employed lawyer on 
1 December 1416, when he was appointed (during royal pleasure) chief 
steward of the Duchy of Lancaster estates north of Trent, that is, in 
Northamptonshire, Rutland, Leicestershire, Warwickshire, Staffordshire, 
Derbyshire, Nottinghamshire, Lincolnshire, Yorkshire, Westmorland, and 
Northumberland. He became an ex-officio member of the council of the 
Duchy in succession to the recent chief steward, Sir Roger Leche of 
Chatsworth, with an annual fee of £40 and an allowance of 5s. for every 
day he spent in administering his office, and in accordance with an Act of 
the Parliament of March 1416 he automatically became a justice of the 
peace in each of the counties in his bailiwick. He continued to occupy this 
highly influential Duchy office until December 1427. He was to be 
separately appointed chief ~teward for the Duchy in Lancashire and Cheshire 
in February 1417; but this office he relinquished in July 1425. Re-elected 
to both the Parliaments of 1416, summoned respectively for 16 March and 
19 October, in the latter Flore had been for the first time elected Speaker for 
the Commons. After producing a lucrative grant of two tenths and fifteenths 
the session had ended on 20 November, little more than a week before his 
Duchy appointment.9 

By May 1417 Roger Flore had been appointed by Henry Vas a feoffee 
in the Bohun manor of Wethersfield (Essex), after its incorporation in the 
estates of the Lancastrian inheritance, along with others who- included three 
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fellow-members of the Duchy council, Sir Walter Hungerford (the chief 
steward of the Duchy estates south of "Trent), John Wodehouse (the 
Duchy chancellor), and John Leventhorpe (the Duchy receiver-general). 
And on the day of Henry V's departure on his second and more systematic 
military expedition into France, 23 July 1417, Flore was one of the twelve 
nominees of the King upon whom his feoffees in the Duchy estates were 
to draw in the event of the death of any of their own number. Nearly four 
months later, on 18 November, re-elected knight of the shire for Rutland, 
Flore was again chosen Speaker for the Commons in the Parliament which 
met John, Duke of Bedford (left by his royal brother as Custos Anglie), 
which voted two tenths and fifteenths, and which saw Sir John Oldcastle, 
Lollardus Lollardorum, meet his death for heresy and treason. Bedford 
again met Parliament in October 1419, and Roger Flore, for the third 
session running, acted as Speaker for the Commons. The latter dutifully 
granted a whole tenth and fifteenth and a supplementary third of such a 
subsidy, on the basis of which securities could be given to those willing to 
make anticipatory loans to the Crown. A fortnight after the close of the 
session on 13 November 1419, the Speaker was himself included in the 
loan-raising commission appointed for his own county of Rutland. 10 

Flore did not sit in any of Henry V's last three Parliaments but his 
personal presence and influence made themselves felt at the shire elections 
in Rutland to the Parliaments of December 1420 and May 1421, to the first 
of which his son-in-law, Sir Henry Plesyngton, was returned, and his 
kinsman and friend, John Pensax, to the second. In February 1421 Flore 
was present at the coronation of the new queen of England, Katherine of 
Valois, and, at the time of the elections to the last Parliament which Henry V 
opened in person, he was acting as a member of a Crown loan-raising 
commission in Rutland and Northamptonshire, authorised to summon all 
lay and spiritual folk before them and contract for the payment of loans 
so that the proceeds might be delivered to the treasurer of England at the 
Exchequer on the eve of Parliament." 

At this time, in addition to public business and occupation with his 
Duchy office, Flore's private interests were multifarious. He was made 
(by a deed of ro April 1419) a feoffee in ten East Anglian manors belonging 
to Sir Simon Felbrigge, who twenty years earlier had been Richard II's 
standard-bearer. During his Speakership in October 1419 he was appointed 
by Richard Beauchamp, Lord Abergavenny, to act with Richard Whityngton, 
the foremost mercer in London, as his attorney during his absence on 
military service in France. And, a year later, at the time of the 1420 
elections, he was acting as executor to Robert Wintryngham, a canon of 
Lincoln.'2 On 12 April 1421 he was appointed, along with the treasurer 
of England, the chief baron of the Exchequer, and Thomas Chaucer, who 
was to be Speaker in the Parliament of the following month, as trustee 
to Bishop Philip Repingdon, who had recently resigned the see of Lincoln. 
This was in a grant for life of a yearly sum of 500 marks, presumably a 
retirement-pension, from the revenues of the episcopal lordships of Newark 
(Notts.), Banbury, and Dorchester (Oxon.). Letters confirmatory of the 
dean and chapter of Lincoln were issued two days later, and on 8 June 
following the grant was covered by royal letters patent of inspeximus and 
confirmation which were renewed after two years. It was some time in 
the year, Michaelmas 1420-21, that Richard Beauchamp, Earl of Warwick, 
sought Flore's goodwill (amicitia) with a present of £2, but for what reason 
is not known. '3 
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His position as a Crown lawyer made Flore a useful addition to any 
committee of feoffees, and his private connexions with members of the 
Parliament of 1422, the last and twelfth Parliament he attended as knight 
of the shire for Rutland, were many and influential. He was a feoffee to 
Edmund Wynter (one of the Norfolk representatives), to John Harpour 
(who sat as burgess for Stafford), and to the father of Sir William Eure 
(one of the Yorkshire knights), Sir Ralph Eure of Witton-on-Wear in 
Durham, in some estates that were in trust for a younger son. With 
Bartholomew Brokesby, who was returned from Leicestershire, he had 
acted at the beginning of the year as an overseer of the will of James 
Bellers esquire of Somerby who had himself sat for Leicestershire in the 
Parliaments of 1413 and 1420.14 One of the Herefordshire knights was the 
apprentice-at-law, John Russell, Flore's co-feoffee and overseer to the late 
Duke of York. His own fellow-knight of the shire for Rutland was his 
son-in-law, Sir Henry Plesyngton, in whose Southampton property he was 
again a feoffee. Apart from such an "acquaintance" among the Commons, 
his office as one of the two chief stewards of the Duchy of Lancaster and 
his connexion with Wodehouse and Leventhorpe, respectively returned 
on this occasion for Suffolk and Hertfordshire, both of whom were executors 
to the late King, make Flore's election as Speaker in Henry VI's first 
Parliament understandable: he must have been quite familiar with much 
of the business with which this Parliament of 1422 was to be called upon 
to deal. 

The Parliamentary session, which lasted from 9 November to 18 
December 1422, produced only a grant of the wool subsidy and tunnage 
and poundage by way of taxation, its main job being to provide for the 
winding-up of the business of the late reign, in particular the satisfaction 
of Henry V's debts and the administration of his will. The latter held an 
immediate interest for the Speaker as an official and member of the council 
of the Duchy of Lancaster. Incidentally, a week before the close of the 
session, Flore completed his purchase of the Leicestershire manor of 
Leesthorpe; among his feoffees it is interesting to note John Frank, the 
clerk of the Parliament, and, at the head of the witnesses to the deed of 
quitclaim, his son-in-law and fellow-knight of the shire, Plesyngton.1s 

After 1422 Roger Flore was not again returned to Parliament, but 
he continued to act as chief steward in the northern half of the Lancastrian 
estates down to the autumn of 1427 (very likely until his death), having 
been re-appointed by a patent issuing from the Duchy chancery on I October 
1422. He was one of the Syon priory feoffees who on 3 March 1425, by 
authority of the previous Parliament, were granted the reversion of the 
English estates formerly belonging to the Norman abbey of Fecamp. (The 
committee included the Dukes of Bedford and Exeter and the Bishops of 
Durham and Exeter.) He was present at the Rutland Parliamentary elections 
in October 1423, April 1425, and February 1426; at the second of these 
he was the first to attest the indenture of return when his son-in-law, 
Plesyngton, was again elected. It is interesting to note that the Abbot of 
Croyland appointed Flore to be one of his Parliamentary proxies at West
minster in April 1425 and again, but then at Leicester, in February 1426. 
Following this Leicester Parliament Flore was put on a Crown loan-raising 
commission in Rutland by patent of 23 July 1426. Roger Flore was dead 
by 12 November 1427 when orders were issued for the election of another 
verderer in the forest of Rockingham in his stead; on 19 December 



42 LEICESTERSHIRE ARCH1£.0LOGICAL AND HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

following John Tyrell, then Speaker for the Commons, succeeded him as 
chief steward of the Duchy of Lancaster north of Trent.16 

Nothing better than his carefully prepared test(lYYlentum and ultima 
voluntas illustrates Flore's successful career and local connexions. The 
former was drafted in Latin on 15 April 1424 and implemented b,y a 
codicil in English added three days later; the ultima voluntas relating to his 
feoffments of land, written in his own hand and under his seal of arms, 
was dated at Oakham on 26 October 1425. Together they show his 
possession of property scattered over the eastern Midlands, the estates of 
a successful lawyer who had clearly invested much of his surplus wealth 
in land. These comprised the Lincolnshire manors of Stenby and 
Braceby and an estate in Bramtoft and Halton in Lindsey-in April 
1418 Flore had been appointed a commissioner De walliis et fossatis (that 
is, of sewers) in the parts of Lindsey-his purchase at Leesthorpe, and 
property in Leicester, Whitwell and Little Hambledon in Rutland, his 
estates in Masthorpe, and his lands and burgages in the town of Oakham; 
out of them he provided for his second wife, Cecily, his heir, Thomas,· and 
four younger sons, advising the retention of "a wel lerned man of the lawe" 
and, "for more suerte," the settlement of the\ grants of land by final 
concords in the Court of Common Pleas. 

Flore's bequests of piety suggest an entirely orthodox religious life and 
outlook. The friars and nuns of Stamford, the Carthusians of Coventry, 
the abbey of Westminster, the priories of London, Newstead by Stamford, 
and Brooke, and the nunneries of Langley and Huntingdon, benefited, in 
return for celebrations of mass for himself, his first wife, his parents, his 
parents-in-law, those of his children who had predeceased him, and his old 
patron, Edward of Norwich, late Duke of York. He left a sum of £40 as 
provision for a chantry chaplain who was to celebrate mass with prayers for 
the same persons and for Henry V also. Each priested monk and canon of 
Westminster was to receive respectively 20d. and 8d. for a Placebo and Didge 
and mass of R~quiem, and gifts were made to the guild-priests of Coventry 
and to the parish and other chaplains of Oakham in return for their prayers. 
Personal legacies in money, in the main to members of the family, amounted 
in all to over £550. Flore's local interests in Oakham are illustrated by his 
bequests to his father-in-law's almshouse and bedesmen in the town, the 
provision of cloaks of "Covyntree frees" and new smocks to a score of 
needy parishioners, the allocation of fifty shillings to the mending of common 
roads, bridges, and causeways in Oakham, and by his orders for the payment 
of 5 marks (£3 6s. 8d.) to the mason, a noble (6s. 8d.) of which had already 
been paid as earnest-money, if the contract between them for the building 
of the vault of the steeple of the parish church of All Saints, Oakham, was 
not fulfilled before his death. (Flore left his breviary to the mason for life.) 
Forgotten tithes, the fabric of Oakham parish church, where he was to be 
buried, and three guilds of Oakham were all remembered in the will. 
There is perhaps something more than conventional devotion in the prayer 
with which Flore ended the codicil to his testamentum: "And I pray to the 
blessid Trinitye that of his endles mercye and goodnesse he sende my 
children grace to be gode men and women and to yelde him gode soules 
thorough the help and praier of oure lady seint Marye and of all the seyntes 
of hevin. Amen". 

Flore appointed to act as his executors John Clerk of Whissendine, 
Ralph Humberstone of Leicester (one of the town's Parliamentary burgesses 
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in 14n), Richard Hawey (master of the chantry of Manton), to whom he 
left his rosary with the request that he "have mynde of me sumtime when 
he seith oure lady sawter on him", and William Baxter, warden of the 
hospital in Oakham. Flore left them each £20 and a pipe of wine. As 
overseer of his will he appointed his son-in-law, Sir Henry Plesyngton. 
The will was proved in the Prerogative Court of Canterbury in its London 
office in Ivy Lane on 20 June 1428.17 

Of Roger Flore's own family only his eldest son, Thomas, ever sat in 
Parliament, and that was no more than twice, in 1432 and 1445 when on 
each occasion he represented Rutland. It is a rather surprising fact that, 
despite Thomas's being a lawyer and a sometime bencher of Lincoln's Inn, 
his father did not find him a place in the administration of the Duchy of 
Lancaster. But the family's standing in Rutland and Thomas's own credit 
with the governments of Henry VI and Edward IV were such that he was 
sheriff of the county no fewer than six times, in 1430-1, 1441-2, 1450-1, 
1456-7, 1464-5, and 1469-70, and he was a J.P. in Rutland from 1446 to 
1471. His last appointment to the commission of the peace came during the 
time of the brief restoration of Henry VI in 1470-1, and on Edward IV's 
restoration he was not re-included. Judging from the issue of a royal 
commission in July 1471 to arrest and produce him before the king and 
council, it would seem that Thomas had favoured and assisted the govern
ment of the "Re-adeption", and, since he seems to have died shortly 
afterwards, it would appear that his life ended under something of a cloud. 
He had never, of course, occupied the same sort of position or exercised 
the same sort of influence that his father, Roger, had done. In other words, 
the family had not managed to sustain its early fifteenth-century promise.18 
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